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SHOW RULES

LAST UPDATE JANUARY 2013

STABLING

There may be limited stalls are available on the grounds, please contact show host farm directly to find out availability. Stalls are payable to barn owner and there are NO REFUNDS on reserved stalls.

COGGINS IS REQUIRED FOR THOSE STABLING OVERNIGHT by request of Stable Owners.

SHOWING OFF TRAILER

Provided in DESIGNATED AREA ONLY. There will be no fee, however, we request that exhibitors cleanup their areas before leaving the show grounds.

WARM-UP/LUNGEING

Warm-up and lunging in designated areas only. 

DOGS

Absolutely NO DOGS PLEASE!

ENTRY FORM MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

· Complete names and addresses of each exhibitor (owner/rider/handler/driver/junior exhibiting a pony)

· Photocopy of proof of insurance OR valid 2011 OEF Card for each exhibitor/handler

· Proof of age on all ponies – Registration Papers OR Signed Veterinary Letter OR Bill of Sale stating age OR Equine Canadian Identification Project Papers from CLRC

· Photocopy of both sides of each pony’s registration papers in order to be eligible for Special Breed Awards

· Birth Dates of Junior Exhibitors

· Signatures of each exhibitor and/or guardian of Junior exhibitors.

· Pre-entries are encouraged. This assists the show organizers in reducing delays at the start of the show. A simple email to show secretary with owner name, handler (in-hand, under saddle and in harness) pony name and classes being entered is sufficient. In 2010 and 2011, these emails have allowed the waiving of post entry fees.

· A signed cheque covering all fees is required. Any entries received without payment will be considered post entry and assessed the late fee.
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

PONIES

The show is open to all ponies bred in Ontario and elsewhere.

In the case of ponies who’s place of breeding is unknown, a written and signed statement from the owner of record stating what is known of the pony’s history will suffice. The Show Management Committee will hear cases for any pony challenged as to location of breeding and that Committee ‘s findings will prevail. 

For the purpose of Pony Breeders of Ontario, ponies are defined as those equines standing from 10 and 14.2hh (at maturity) regardless of breed. 

All Ponies may be requested to stand for measuring, at Show Management’s discretion.  Those Ponies found standing outside the height range will lose all awards and entry fees will be forfeit.

A pony’s age is based on January 1st of the show year. A pony is considered to be a Yearling/One Year of Age on January 1 following the actual foaling date. Those with unknown breeding require a signed veterinary letter stating best estimate on age of the pony.

JUNIORS

Junior Exhibitors must be 17 and under as of January 1st of the show year.

STALLIONS

Juniors, at the discretion of the Show Management Committee, may ride stallions in Open classes. Stallions will not be permitted in Junior to Ride/Drive classes. 

Any stallion deemed to be unruly, unsafe or disruptive WILL be asked to be removed from the show ring and may even be asked to be removed from the competition grounds at discretion of the Judge and/or the Show Management Committee.

OWNERSHIP

All ponies must be the legal property of the owner/exhibitor or under legal lease. Ponies purchased on time are allowed to be shown in any class under the purchaser’s name and proof of purchase/purchase agreement may be required by the Show Secretary.

RULES & REGULATIONS

All entries must be made by the owner or authorized agent. Entry forms must be completed in full and signed by all exhibitors and owners. Proof of age must be available for all ponies and juniors. Parents or authorized guardians must sign the release for Junior Exhibitors on the entry forms. All supporting documentation and fee payment must be attached to the completed entry forms and mailed (post-marked) by the official closing of entries. Any errors or omissions on entry forms are the responsibility of the exhibitor.

Refunds: Only entry fees will be refunded upon receipt of a veterinarian certificate. All office fees will be retained by the Show. All ponies that are entered that become unable to show must have a vet certificate in order to qualify for a refund. Exhibitors canceling their entries after the official closing of entries will forfeit all fees paid to the show.

Substitutions: Substitutions will be allowed for any pony once pre-entries are made with no late fees applied to the substituted entry. Substitutions does not have to be within the same age/class.

Any exhibitor with any outstanding accounts to the show or Pony Breeders of Ontario will not be allowed to compete. The Show Committee also reserves the right to deny entry to any exhibitor, except where it is deemed for the sole purpose to intentionally provide unfair competitive advantage of one exhibitor over another.

The Show Committee reserves the right to add or amend the rules or decide on any point not covered by the rules and to make any necessary alterations to the prize list or show programme.

Classes will be called promptly and a two-minute gate rule will be enforced. Exhibitors MUST notify the in-gate personnel of any tack changes at least 2 classes prior to the required tack change. Five minutes only will be allowed between classes upon notification.

Paddock calls are considered a courtesy only. It is the responsibility of the exhibitor to ensure that his/her pony is at the in-gate at the prescribed time. Every effort will be made to ensure that class calls are made. No protests will be upheld, nor will any class be changed or rerun on the basis of class calls alone. No entry will be permitted to enter a class underway after the second gait command has been made.

Any exhibitor must request the judge’s permission, through the ringmaster, to remove a horse from the show ring. Failure to do so will result in all animals entered under said exhibitor to be disqualified from all future classes in this show, forfeiting all prizes and entry fees.

The Show Management reserves the right to substitute any official for any cause that may occur.

No item disturbing to other entries may be used inside or outside the ring or elsewhere on the show grounds. Exhibitors may use one whip per handler no longer than six feet including the snapper. No appendages to whips of any kind are permitted. Exception: whips in Driving Classes must be suitable in length for pony and carriage.

Ponies shall not be punished unnecessarily or severely. No excessive whipping will be tolerated. Humane handling of all animals will be strictly enforced.

Approved protective headgear with harness is required AT ALL TIMES WHILE MOUNTED ON THE SHOW GROUNDS. Exhibitors MUST wear proper fitting, approved headgear, with the safety harness correctly secured, at all times while mounted on competition grounds. Approved headgear must meet the ASTM (American Society for Testing Materials) standards and displays the SEI (Safety Equipment Institute) seal. The British Standard (BSI) is also acceptable. 

Hors Concours will not be permitted at these shows.

Unconventional/training tack such as tie-downs, flash, drop and figure-8 nosebands are prohibited. Standing or running martingales are permitted in Hunter Over X’s and Hunter Over 2’3” classes only. Boots and bandages are prohibited in all classes. Riders may wear black or brown half-chaps provided the half-chaps match the colour of the paddock books.


Pony Breeders of Ontario and the PBO Show Committee, Staff, Volunteers and Beaverwood Farm will not be responsible for any articles of any kind or nature that may be lost or destroyed in any way damaged. Each exhibitor will be responsible for any injury that may be occasioned to any person or any animal or any damage to any property while on the show grounds by any pony owned or exhibited by him/her, and shall indemnify the Management against all legally established claims or damages of any kind or nature that may grow out of any injury occasioned by pony owned or exhibited by him/her. Presentation of the signed entry form shall be deemed as acceptance of these rules and all rules of PBO.

SPECIAL AWARDS

Each show may choose to present special awards such as:

CHAMPION BREEDER (points)

CHAMPION SIRE (points)  

CHAMPION BROODMARE (points)

CHAMPION ONTARIO-BRED (points)

Grand Champion Ribbon 

Best Half-Welsh Best of The Rest (points)

Other Best Awards may be added.

Points will be awarded as follows:

1st – 7 pts, 2nd – 5 pts, 3rd – 4pts, 4th – 3 pts, 5th – 2 pts, 6th – 1 pt. 

Champion = 2 additional points, Reserve Champion = 1 additional point.

CLASS DESCRIPTIONS

All ponies and handlers must be neatly presented. Suitable footwear for running is required for handlers in In-Hand/Conformation classes. Outfits that would be worn in specific breed classes are acceptable – no shorts, T-shirts or jeans. All shirts must have sleeves and collars – polo shirts are acceptable. Farm advertising/logos on attire must be small and unobtrusive to the judge.

100. LINE CLASSES

101.  In-Hand/Conformation 

Ponies to be shown in bridle or suitable leather show halter. May show true to breed type. Ponies may be braided or shown natural. In in-hand classes only crops not exceeding 30” (76.2cm) in length will be allowed. No ring toys will be allowed i.e. puffers, lighters, etc. Treats may be discretely given.
Enter the ring in a clock-wise manner at the walk with handler to the rail. Stand and present individually for inspection. Walk and trot at judge’s direction. One handler per pony. 

In individual classes, ponies will be scored using score sheet (see sample in prize list) – Conformation and quality - 40 pts; Walk - 20 pts; Trot - 20 pts; Expression, Manners and Willingness - 10 pts; and Overall breed characteristics, Balance and Harmony 10 pts.

102.   Group Classes – Get of Sire/Produce of Dam

In Group lasses (Get of Sire and Produce of Dam), ponies will be judged as a pair but walked and trotted as individuals. Scored using group score sheet (see sample in prize list) Conformation and quality – 40pts; Walk – 20 pts; Trot – 20 pts; Qualify and uniformity, manners – 20 pts. The entire group is considered one entry and is given one total/combined score in each category with equal weight for each offspring. Single or combined ownership may be used. Multiple entries per sire or dam may be shown, but each offspring may only show in one group per class.

103.  In-Hand Championship

In In-Hand Championship classes only the First and Second place ponies from each qualifying class presented. Ponies will be lined up along a row with Class Winners in the front with the 2nd place ponies head to tail behind, with suitable distance between ponies to allow the judge to walk between safely. A Champion, Reserve Champion and if deemed exceptional, an Honourable Mention will be named.
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Please print clearly.

Competition:   Sample                                                        Date:                               _ 
Class #:           Class Name:                                                                                


Judge:  ________Judge’s Signature:                                                        .

	SPECIFICATIONS
	
	POINTS
	X
	SCORE
	COMMENTS

	Quality and correctness of frame, form to function, angulation and formation of legs and joints
	Head & Neck

Shoulder & Saddle Position

Back, Loin & Hindquarters

Legs & Feet
	10

10

10

10


	Subtotal
	
	

	Walk: Four even beats; Tracking and reach; Covering ground with marching quality

Trot: Two even beats; Natural engagement and impulsion from hindquarters; Power

Both: Straight and even strides; Tracking; Articulation of joints; Freedom of shoulder and haunches; Balance; Elasticity; Swinging Back
	Walk

Trot
	20

20
	Subtotal
	
	

	Alert, expressive and well-mannered; Shows willingness in response to handler
	Expression, Manners, Willingness
	10
	Subtotal
	
	

	Overall breed characteristics; Quality; Balance and Harmony.
	Overall Balance & Harmony
	10
	Subtotal
	
	


DECIMALS MAY BE USED                    (100 Points Possible) _____ TOTAL POINTS
Further Remarks:
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Competition:   Sample                                                  Date:   _______________ 
Class #:           Class Name:                                                                                


Judge:  ________      Judge’s Signature:                                                        .

Note: The entire group is considered one entry and is given one total/combined score in each category. Produce of Dam, Get of Sire – Equal weight for each offspring.  

	SPECIFICATIONS
	Directive Ideas
	Points
	X
	SCORE
	COMMENTS

	Quality and correctness of frame; head, neck, shoulder, saddle position, loin, back, hindquarters, legs and feet

Form to function

Angulation and formation of legs and joints
	Substance, condition, durability. Form to function will be emphasized. Good, harmonious conformation suitable for producing performance or breeding stock.

Penalize transmissible weakness for training or breeding, unsoundness or limitations in quality of movement. Blemishes are not to count unless resulting from conformation faults.
	10


	 X 4

Subtotal
	
	

	Walk: Four even beats; Tracking and reach; Covering ground with marching quality

Trot: Two even beats; Natural engagement and impulsion from hindquarters; Power

Both: Straight and even strides; Tracking; Articulation of joints; Freedom of shoulder and haunches; Balance; Elasticity; Swinging Back
	Purity & Quality (judged mainly in profile). Correctness (judged mainly coming to & Going from judge)

Movement should be light and springy with depth of stride
	20

20
	Subtotal
	
	

	Quality and uniformity of quality.

Masculinity (stallions) and femininity (mares), development related to age, substance

Overall quality, balance, harmony, suitability, alert, expressive, well mannered.
	Reproductive likeness, similarity. Uniformity and overall quality of the group.

Clear masculinity and femininity in breeding stock.

Apparent ability of sire or dam to beget or produce performance or breeding stock.
	10

10
	Subtotal
	
	


DECIMALS MAY BE USED                    (100 Points Possible) _____ TOTAL POINTS
Further Remarks:

PERFORMANCE CLASSES

All ridden ponies must be 3 years of age or older. All driven ponies must be 2 years of age or older, 3 years of age for the StarSearch Driving Suitability. The judge at their discretion may ask any class to halt on the rail or rein back provided the entire class is asked.

All classes are open to Junior and Adult riders except where designated. Juniors may NOT ride stallions in Junior Only classes.

PROPERLY FASTENED HELMETS MUST BE WARN AT ALL TIMES WHEN MOUNTED ON SHOW GROUNDS!

200. GRASS ROOTS DIVISION
201.  Leadline

Open to riders of any age. Those exhibiting in these classes cannot cross enter into other performance classes. All entrants will receive a suitable reward along with their ribbon. Handlers must be suitably attired. 

210.  Walk/Trot

Pony/Rider combinations may not cross enter into other performance classes with the exception of In-Hand/Conformation classes, classes not requiring the exhibitor to canter and the Driving classes. These classes are ideal for the beginner pony or rider not yet comfortable with the canter or lope. English or Western attire acceptable.

300. GAITED PONY DIVISION

301.  Suitability Gaited Breeds – OPEN to all ponies

Ponies to work both ways of the ring at the Walk, Trot, Canter (where breed canters), and group workouts demonstrating their specific special gaits (Icelandic, Paso Fino, Rocky Mountain, Saddleponies, etc.). Ponies to retain a more formal frame.

To be judged on performance, manners, conformation, suitability as a gaited riding pony and quality.

302.  Gaited Pleasure

Ponies are to work both ways of the ring at all gaits. Individual breeds may work at their specific gaits separately. Ponies to work on a more relaxed frame/rein.

To be judged on manners, performance, and quality.

400.  WESTERN DIVISION

Western attire: Riders must wear appropriate western attire including a long sleeve shirt with a collar, cowboy boots and safety helmet. Western slacks or chaps appropriate for breed rules.  Spurs are optional but must be un-rowelled.

In the Suitability and Pleasure classes a rawhide bozal/bosal or snaffle may be used on ponies 5 years of age and under that have never exhibited in a curb bit. 

Ponies 5 years of age and older must be shown in a curb bit with either a solid or broken mouthpiece, curb shanks measuring a maximum of 21.5cm in length. The port may be no more than 8.9cm maximum in height. When using a curb bit a curb strap or curb chain is required and of at least 1.27cm wide, lie flat and be free of barbs, wire and/or twists.

Those using a curb bit MUST ride with one hand either split reins with maximum one finger between reins or rommel reins with no fingers between reins. Western Horsemanship class requires horses to wear a curb bit and be ridden with one hand. 

401.  Reining Suitability – OPEN to all ponies

Ponies to demonstrate the athletic ability of a western type horse in the confines of a show arena at the walk, jog, lope and hand gallop. Ponies are to be ridden with a contact rein. Judged on performance, manners, conformation, suitability as a reining mount and quality.

402.  Western Pleasure

Ponies will be asked to work both ways of the ring at a walk, jog and lope. Those with excessively high or low head carriage will be penalized. Poll not to drop below the floor of the chest and not rise above the elbows of the rider for more than 3 strides in succession. Ponies are to be ridden with a light or loose rein. Judged on manners, performance, conformation and quality.

403.  Western Horsemanship

Riders will be asked to execute a simple pattern (pattern available on show day), to demonstration neck reining ability and obedience during the executions of the pattern. All exhibitors will also be asked to work both ways of the ring at a walk, jog and lope. Judged on performance, manners, quality and conformation.

500. HACK DIVISION

501  Stallion Pleasure

Gaited, English or Western attire. Stallions will be asked to halt, walk, trot/jog and lope/canter on the rail both ways of the ring. Judged on manners, performance, conformation and quality.

502  Pleasure Hack

The Pleasure Hack pony is one that is a “pleasure” to ride. Must walk, trot and canter on a light or loose rein. Ponies will not be asked to hand gallop. Judged on manners, performance, and conformation.

503  Road Hack

The Road Hack pony is one that is more forward going and ground covering than the Pleasure Hack pony. Ponies will be asked to walk, trot, strong trot, canter and hand gallop on a contact rein. Judged on performance, substance, conformation and manners.

504.  Hunter Suitability 

To be judged on suitability in both conformation & movement to become a Sportpony excelling in ridden & driven pony sports, such as, dressage, hunter, jumper, and driving.  Will be asked to walk, trot, canter and may be asked to hand gallop. Ponies to be judged:  Conformation and Type 50% and Movement 50%.

505  Dressage Suitability  

To be judged on suitability in both conformation & movement to become a Sportpony excelling in ridden & driven pony sports, such as, dressage, hunter, jumper, and driving.  Will be asked to walk, trot and canter, may be asked for extension or collection one or both ways of the ring at any gait. Ponies to be judged:  Conformation and Type 50% and Movement 50%.

506.  Show Hack

The Show Hack pony is an exceedingly fit and responsive pony with quality gaits. Ponies will be judged both ways of the ring at the halt, walk (collected, normal and extended), trot (collected, normal and extended), canter (collected, normal and extended) and hand gallop. Judged on performance, quality, conformation and manners.

507  Hunter Hack (1- 2 small jumps not exceeding 18”)

Ponies will be asked to walk, trot, canter and hand gallop plus jump over 1 or 2 small jumps not exceeding 18”. Judged on flat performance, jumping ability, conformation and manners.

600. WORKING HUNTER DIVISION

601  Hunter Over X’s (cross rails not exceeding 18”)

Course (8 obstacles) of cross rails not exceeding 18”). No flat phase. Open to Ponies from the Walk/Trot classes, however they are restricted to trotting the course. Normal Hunter Over Fences judging to apply.

602.  Hunter Over 2’3”

Course of 8 fences not exceeding 2’3”. Normal Hunter Over Fences judging to apply. Course may be set up for practicing during the day.

603  Hunter Over 2’6”

Course of 8 fences not exceeding 2’6”. Normal Hunter Over Fences judging to apply. Course at lower height may be set up for practicing during the day.

700.  JUMPER DIVISION

701.  Jumper  (run under regular Jumper Table II a specifications)

First go-round will be by random selection

Jump-off ordered is earned by the time taken to complete the course in the first go-round. The pony completing the course in the fastest time will jump last in the jump-off. The pony with the next fastest time jumps next to last, etc.

All jumper classes will be run with each pony jumping the course once and will be scored on the number of faults incurred over the course and any penalties for exceeding the time allowed to complete the course. All ponies will be timed to establish the jump order for the jump-off, if any. 

702.  Championship Jumper or Jumper Stake 

A competition not against the clock with a time allowed but in the event of equality of penalties for first place, there will be a first jump-off not against the clock and, in the event of further equality of penalty points, there will be a second jump-off against the clock. Other competitors are placed according to their penalties in the first jump-off and, if necessary, in the first round.

703.  Chase Me Charlie

Mini-puissance class where there is a lead in jump to a higher jump. As the class goes along, each entrant is allowed one chance to clear the raised jump. Each round the jump height is raised, until one pony is declared the winner.

800. DRIVING DIVISION

Driving attire: Leather or biothane harness is acceptable. Wooden-wheeled 2- or 4-wheel vehicle is acceptable. All harness and vehicles must be in safe and sound working condition. Sidechecks are permitted but not overchecks. Britching is mandatory. Standard Pleasure Driving Rules apply. Junior under 14 years of age and disabled drivers MUST have an able-bodied adult passenger. All drivers must carry a suitable driving whip. Passengers are encouraged in all driving classes. Neat attire suiting pony, harness and vehicle. Headers are optional in all group classes however they must be appropriately attired.

All driven ponies must be 2 years of age or older, 3 years of age for the StarSearch Driving Suitability.

801. Driving Suitability 
To be judged on suitability in both conformation & movement to become a Sportpony excelling in ridden & driven pony sports, such as, dressage, hunter, jumper, and driving.  Frame of pony is to be similar to dressage or working classes. Will be judged both ways of the ring at the walk, slow trot and working trot, and may be asked to walk when reversing across the diagonal and when lining up. Entries should stand quietly in the line-up.  Ponies to be judged:  Conformation and Type 50% and Movement 50%.

802. Driving Pleasure Pony 

Ponies to be asked to walk, trot (normal and strong) stand quietly and rein back. Judged on: performance, manners, quality and conformation.

803.  Pick Your Route Cones

To be driven over a course of obstacles (paired markers) with no set route. The number of obstacles to be proportionate to the dimensions of the driving arena. Not to exceed 20 obstacles. Typical obstacles in this type of class are not to be measured for each entry, but are set at 2.5 metres or 8’3” at the start of the competition, and only reset in the event of a knockdown. After passing the start line, the driver shall proceed through each obstacle to the designated finish, choosing his own route. Each obstacle is to be negotiated once and only once, but may be approached from either direction. Course faults are scored as penalty seconds and are added to the driver’s elapsed time. Placings are determined on a low total time basis. Ties for first will be decided by a drive-off. Course will be set up for walking at any time during the day. No driving of the course prior to the class will be permitted.
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